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Research



Wild-Fires in California
Choropleth

~ zoomed into California showing all of the fires
~ how many deaths per fire

Symbol 
~ severity - least damaging to most damaging 

Locator 
~ showing how close each fire is to the next in order by date
~ How long the fire lasted

Airplane travels during COVID
Choropleth 

~ of the world showing each plane of where they are coming and go-
ing from.

Symbol 
~ shortest to longest flight

Locator 
~ showing each airport that is open

COVID cases in Colleges around the USA
Choropleth 

~ of the USA showing all of the colleges with COVID cases
Symbol 

~ severity least to greatest in number
Locator 

~ showing the 5 top colleges with the most cases

Sources
https://www.fire.ca.gov
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2015/ 
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2020/
https://www.california-demographics.com/counties_by_population
https://www.counties.org/sites/main/files/file-attachments/california_county_popu-
lation_estimates_2016.pdf

Who: is your audience? Who are you sharing this information with?
◊ US Citizens

What: exactly are you trying to tell them?
◊ How bad the fires have been in california this year compared to 5 years ago
◊ Acres Burned
◊ How many deaths per fire (?).
◊ How long each fire lasted

Where: is the geographic focus? is it hyperlocal? national? global? 
Does there need to be comparison between multiple for context?

◊ California, United States
◊ Yes, comparing 2015 wild-fires in california to 2020 wild-fires in california

When: is the timespan you are looking at? Is your story something 
that spans over time, or a specific date?

◊ 2015 and 2020
Why: do you feel people need to know this? what is the specific pur-
pose?

◊ Bring awareness of how damaging wild-fires can be and also the difference in 5 
years.

How: will you walk through a narrative? Think of the important fea-
tures of a story: introduction, building action/details, climax (in this 
case it should be the exciting takeaway), and conclusion.

◊ First - I will have a blurb about wildfires in california and show the wildfires in 
2015 and 2020 across CA.
◊ Then - I will show 2015 wild-fires showing acres burned, duration of the fire,  
and damage.
◊ Then - I will show 2020 wildfires showing acres burned,  duration of the fire,  
and damage.
◊ Then - I will show a comparison on the same map both years in terms of where 
each fire was and highlight any overlapping areas.
◊ Lastly - I will show the total amount of acres burned from wild-fires in California 
in total (2015 and 2020).
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Storyboard
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Sketches
Refined Sketches
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Composition
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Final Design
Click here

https://bfrose.medium.com/california-wildfires-2015-v-2020-81a292a89c8



